CONTRIBUTIONS TO " THE EXAMINER"

little or none of it at heart; yet if he conceals his opinions,
if he endeavours to make no proselytes, advances no impious
tenets in writing or discourse: if, according to the common
atheistical notion, he believes religion to be only a con-
trivance of politicians for keeping the vulgar in awe, and
that the present model is better adjusted than aily other to
so useful an end: though the condition of such a man as to
his own future state be very deplorable; yet Providence,
which often works good out of evil, can make even such a
man an instrument for contributing toward the preservation
of the Church.

On the other side, I take a state to be truly in danger,
both as to its religion and government, when a set of
ambitious politicians, bred up in a hatred to the constitu-
tion, and a contempt for all religion, are forced upon
exerting these qualities in order to keep or increase their
power, by widening their bottom, and taking in (like Ma-
homet) some principles from every party, that is anyway
discontented at the present faith and settlement; which was
manifestly our case. Upon this occasion I remember to
have asked some considerable Whigs, whether it diS not
bring a disreputation upon their body, to have the whole
herd of Presbyterians, Independents, Atheists, Anabaptists,
Deists, Quakers and Socinians, openly and universally listed
under their banners ? They answered, that all this was
absolutely necessary, in order to make a balance against
the Tories, and all little enough: for indeed, it was as
much as they could possibly do, though assisted with the
absolute power of disposing every employment; while the
bulk of English gentry kept firm to their old principles in
Church and State.

But notwithstanding whatever I have hitherto said, I am
informed, several among the Whigs continue still so re-
fractory, that they will hardly allow the heads of their party
to have entertained any designs of ruining the constitution,
or that they would have endeavoured it, if they had con-
tinued in power, I beg their pardon if I have discovered a
secret; but who could imagine they ever intended it should
be one, after those overt acts with which they thought fit to
conclude their farce? But perhaps they now find it con-
venient to deny vigorously, that the question may remain;